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o - fFolloving is -ther}:trégisia‘tio'ri‘" of gn article by &, Reisioh, " © .
“-in Pralktloky Lekar (The Practicel Dogtor), Vol XLI, No 5,.° ' "~ "

' Prague, 6 Mavoh 1961, pages 216-220,/ ..

" Not, only thé Fforensic.doctor Hut “glsd; egeneral ‘practitioner -
widenceof .a criminal aet:bq the™ -

is obligated to find and present e

v

investigating organs with,the help of his medical, crininalistic and ‘;
scientific discoveries; He is very ‘often confronted with:cases geal= .

ing either . di:;d_(i’gly vith a pnishabls ‘eriminal act or‘a susplgion of

y

such an ‘adt, .and thus he.is conficnted With the problem of alcoholism -

resporisible for. guth an offense.  On’thé whole it ie & matten of de~

i - [P

alcohol or in meking e blood test and determining the’eamount-of . =

tormining the results of .a criminel act done under the influence of -

'alebhol in the blood stream in donnection with sich ‘an act,:. end gfen
cases where the consumption of an excesSive-amount ledds to.deathi by '
intoxication, aspiration,. cooling of “the-organisi, andj: furthermore,

suicides; paternity srguments, transfer of venersal diseases,: i
and general.alcohol ‘consumption in relgtion to sudden'death, . .,

.. Regardless of the fact:that a large :amount of Titerature has’

Anjuriés

ST

been collected on the effects of ‘aleohol. (Jellingk lists approximately

s hundred thousend ‘Works), Vamosi fotmd that in our circumstances ' °

" thers is:a lack of Statistical data’examining the effects of alcohol

" The sudden growth of thé meens.of. trapsportation in: the whole
world and the greatly increased consumption of alcoholic -beverages

brought. along with it a:greater number of wehicle accidents, some” -
of which end with serious injury or death of thé driver passengers, -
* wviorkers in transportetion, spd pedestriana, . Today, alcoholism is' *
‘considered as one of the main factors of accidents,”and from year to

year, mainly in the capltalistic states, ‘aléohol consumption is
gradually increasing, In this whole world thers does not.seem to be

one lend which lacks an. alcdoholic beverage. .. The best proof of its
popularity is the fact that after the US instituted prohibition in

.
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1920 and alcochol could be purchased only on doctor's preseription,
45,000 doctors issued almost 1/ million prescriptions for alcohol in one
The general statistics of the western countries indicate that
alcohol causes approximately 10% of all car sccidents, This number seems
generally quite low; the uriofficial estimates are much higher and fluc-

Since the level of aleohol in the blood streem after the consump=
tion of a certain emount of algohol in a certain period of time is
relatively the same as in other tissues, therefore even in the CNS
/[central nervous systen/, 1t ip possible to consider the level of
slcohol in the blood both a8 the indicator of the absorbed amount of
alcohol and as the agent that affects the psychomotor functions. Alcohol
never has an irritating effects on ONS; what seems to be a disturbance is
the result of the elimination of the dulling influence ‘of the.core of the
brain hemispheres, The offoct, of alcohol’is .glweys paralyzing and never
stimlating, . It is lmown $hat, aloohol disturbes ‘as1fcontrol and removes
the protective influende of . sel wériticism, lawfullness and social mores

(Vondracek), that tend: to-hold te mctions of the individual within the
1imits of social morality. . In trensportation it has the effect of pro-
longing the reagtion period; whiich often ‘causes the driver.to err in &
difficult ‘situation, although it &lso demages 1ong range vislon and the -
balance apparatis. (eyclists and ;’;nbfbf‘éyelizsts) ST
The responsibility of evaluating tranéportation'a;t‘:oi._‘de'ntsf and: - .
the role of alcohol in them can e further compli ated by the fact that

one needs. to pay a gresb-deal of attention to the ‘place of. the accident
end determine whether the injury wes ‘peally caused by the vehicle, It = .
is usually very easy ‘to determine a car accidents - Significant brulses’ i
on the skin and the surrounding tissue, numerous ‘gbrasions, dlsmember=. . ..
ing of the trunk, separétion of ‘the head snd extrémities in injuries o
by vehicles on tracks,. compound borie fractures. of the frame, damage to,
straining and tearing of the internal organs, all of this definitely
points to an ‘automobile. accident, Nevertheless ‘it is not .always 8o

easy to -determine whether the injury is the result of & automobile

accident and what part ig due to the ‘effocts of alcobol, especially
when there ig just the isolated héad injury ‘that resembles _an injury .
cauged by humen hand or hard, heavy and dull objects, Such injuries...
occur if the injuréd, after & heavy blow on. the head by some external - .
part of a vehicle, i8 “throwm . off to the side or falls out on hard ground
from a-slovly moving vehicle, In such oases 1t s necessary to examine

carefully both the clothing and the body, ospecially any damage done to
soft tissues on ‘the Yeady in an effort .to, find any Temnants of foreigs
materials or tissues, such as, for ‘eXample, ‘coal, stones, grease, .
lacquer, etc, that could point to the origin of this injury. If it is
found that the injury is the resuit of an: automobi;l‘e-accident, one must
make sure whether the Jbruises visible on the: corpse could have been
jnflicted before death. Glearly visible absence of blood in the tissues
and in the internal organs and hemorrhaging around the injuries,

embolism of the fat in the lungs, or the asplration of The stomach
=2=
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contents or of the bleod, all point to the fact that the injuries have

becn caused while the person was alive,  In genersl one cen gay that

eutomobile injuries show moré injuries of ‘a ‘Eecondary nature (from fall-

ing, rolling, dragging), Injuries caused by vehicles on tracks have

more primary injuries that are also moreé serioud &nd extensive, . '
* The mechanism of the accident, zn ‘analysis of the ceamses 1s also

important; why wes there an accidenb, 1nspection of ‘the &ite, of . the .

apeldent, examination of the vehicle and an’ antopay of the deceased, .

Similarly, the role of aleohol. must be talten “into consideration, The..

cause of the aceident can bs more or' less asdurately determined by the

traffic officer from the evidehde on the road end on the wvehicle; and .

the doctor can do so from the blological evidehce on the road, on the
body and the vehicls after they ars identified, what part of the .wehicle .

caused which injury, for example, 'if the collision with the pedestrian
occured from. the front, from ‘the back, from the side, whether the driver

must have been awars of it, wheuher the vietim was standing, lmeeling,
Iying dowm, qhethﬁr he 1umped in front of the moving veihlcle or whether

he was run over ty several vehiclés, This statement, togsther with the

.+ determinatlion of the amount of .aleochol in the blood stream of. each .
~-ounded and deceased is very. 1mportant for the bclution of the accident
.that has just taken place, - '

It 18 necessary to exam;ne closely and”e«a*uate tne condition of

-.the clothing, its Gamags, the conditicn of the shoe ssles of ‘the victim

by which ‘one can often tell the di"ection of the 1mpact on a sandy road;
with mptovcycllst%, the effort to b ake in sy menner, -By the clothes

..."and the :shoes it is then possible %o cee 3igns of a possible manipula~ -
. tiof of the. deceadcd, the dirncuion of the flow of bicnd, possible

movement, of the injured -ty the drivsr into another’ p051uaon nmcre favor

.. able to him (by particles on the clothing not found in ‘the location of

the body, or by the condition of the heels after ‘they-have been- dragged),-
and the remains of vomit,. either mixed with blood or only covered by

- . blood, The explanation of the actions of _persons under ‘the. influence
of ‘alzohol can cause certain problems to the ‘doctor-analyst,: - 4t.all: times,
* however,-it is- necessary to 1ook at the 91tuat10n from all points of view,
: :i.e. dialectlcally,_ .

One night a. g"oup of half-intoxicated cithens was returning from |

. a party‘and after running the automobile into a- tree, one of the persons
. was -seriously injuredaﬂ He was having a drink with them merely by chance
- and a8 a favor they were taking him home in ‘their open truck, .In order
© to conceal their action, they drove the ihjured man into the nearest

town vhere they took him out of the car in the town square and sat him,

- unconsolous, under .a linden tree and left him, “In the morning, the man
‘was found there dead;  He was identified, where he was last seen, what
- . -he 'was doing at the time, end the autopey céonfirmed the suspicion of an
. aubomobile accldent.‘ The autopsy determined the"mechanism of the injury,

the amount of. sleohol in the bloodstream, the hour of death and the time

" interval when the. victim, whose death ‘was caused by the internal bleed-
. ing of a torn spﬂeen, was moved, -The combination of the:links into one A
whole complex helped to apprehend the culprits who 1eft the injured man, -

”3-
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‘who up to a ¢értain time could have been.saved by surgery. _ a
© 7 The statistics of the Westeérn European couniries on the ratio
between alcohol and erime indicate ‘that 80% of all crimes and up to 40%
of all mental illness are in one way or another connected with alcoholism,
In the US4, Seliger found. that eriies are more often planned in places
where alcohol is consumsd, that the ¢rimineal prefers to look for his
accomplices in bars, and under the influence of alcohol he becomes bolder
since alcohol has the tendency to weaken self-criticism, and, finally,
that the spoils are again often divided under the influence of alcohol,
. A person whose actions have been influenced by alcohol, often
_commits various offenses and criminal acts, It is generally known that
under aleoholic intoxication there is a rise of gelf-consciousness, with
some people intolerance, belligerency, and tendency to fighting, which
‘oten lead to both minor and serious injuries or even to death, The
doctor must indicate the force of the attack, its directiom, instrument,
if it was not found, and also the strength of the injured person or the
deceased, . . .t o L
. We vere doing an autBpsy on the body of a young gypey. During an
argummerit and & fight while intoxicated,  the artery under his left collar
bone was_cut by a quick strokeé of a ¥nife and he quickly bled to death,
The autopsy which determined the depth and the direction, of the wound,

thie instrument end the significant amount of alcotiol in the blood of the
attacker and the victim as well &s the overall examihation of the -

situatign,exc1 ded1se1f—defense{and‘decisiVely proved an attack.

" Usually the person responsible for such an'act, after sobering up,

tries to argue that perhaps he was so drunk that he did mot know what he
was doing or that the injury was caused in'gelfédefense;j’The’Self-2{5
defense argument in a knifing, of course, has no grounds-if ‘the direction
of the blow is from the back or from above, or if it is inflicted with
considerable force and penetrates deeply, deeper than the length of the
‘instrument. ~ Important is the investigation of the place of the incident
and_the,positionfdf\thé[attaCkér.whp[can‘defent_himsalf on the grounds
that the vietim ran into his instrument. If the attacker @id not stand
by the wall and if the blow was not. inflicted from below upward and if 1t

was not inflicted with & considerable foree,then even this argument can
_ easily be discarded, for the hend holding the instrument tries to avoid
the, running object involuntarily and the instrument will be turned upward
so that theuwound_wouldfbe mbré4or_lesssuperficial.and'in the direction

of the force, The argument of ing onto an instrument can be adnitted '

only when the hand holding the weapon has nowhere to hide, . . . .
.. The concept .of irresponsibility accordin t6 Paragraph 11 of the
Penal'Code;Qan hard1ywbeJadmitted,intofinvestigations of drunkeness in

fights and in automobile accidénts (outside oflpathclogical"iﬁtoxigation),
beczuse the man in this condition is hardly capsble of directing & motor
vehicle in motion or of playing the role of an attacker in a fight, The
degree of intoxication of the accused or both culprits alvays has to be
determined So. that ths defensive abilities and the degree of strength of
the abtacker can be established, A medicsl examination as well as &
blood test should be given as soon as possible after the incident in case

e
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there 1s'need of surgery on-the injured person before narcosis sets in,
 .During a pathological intoxication, which represents both a -
quentitative and & qualitative chenge-in the reaction to aleohol, -often .
even after a small amount of alcohol, sn insanity, dulling of the senses,
unmotivated explosions of anger and fear; without any evidence of . . T
~drunkeness at the same time, seem to ooccur, Such'a condition cen arise
suddenly, ‘and after a short period of time 1t can changs into sleep, -
after which amnesia usually ocours, The denger of pathnlogical drunke
ness rests in the fact that during the Peeling of faintness, the abili- .
_ty ‘to mct is etill well preserved so that the perdon thus affected by
alcohol up to the state of irrssponsibility cen commit very ‘serious end.
.-goclally dangerous sacts, - Somstimes. pathological drurkeness can ¢combine
with intolerance.. The behavicr of the attacker and the victim should -
- always be left up to a detalled examination by o psychiatrist so that he
cen form an accurate picture of thé behavior and the degree of the effect,
. Stereotype judgements based on per mill /measure of alcchol in the .. .
- bloodstream/ is nonsense becspse during pathological drunkeness values
are extremely 1oW, . .o el ooo
TR drunk man was beating his pregnant wife at a dance, When.one-
. of the persons there tried to stop him, he ran home to get his rifle
and shot this person in the chest with a small caliber pistol from the
disteance of a few feet in such an unfortunate spot ‘that the man bled to
death in no time, This was not a case of pathological drunkeness, He:
recalled his deed and explained it by anger intensified by aleohol.
Later, however, he denied his intentions and tried to label the action
a8 accidental, ds though the shot came after he threw the gun away.
Such a claim, however, was not accepted on the grounds of a techmical .
examination of the weapon, the angle of the shot and the direction of
the btullet hole, o e e
. .<.In cases that lack witnesses, 1t is necessary to eliminate
accidental shooting in gun adcldents, . as, well as the question whether

" the victim could inflict the fatal wound himself, It is absolutely.

. necessary to leave the soene of the incident as well as ‘the clothing of
- the victim in the original state up to the autopsy, because even they -
" oan ghow the direction of the1flow,o£gblpod;'burna;jpreservad-particles :
. in the material, ete, . = = T cae _
- Not only does alcoholismvcomplicatefandsincrease;automobilev
accidents, but fatality in genérgl, - Such is the case in factories, in
- agriculture, and in domestic life, 8o far the problem of factory fata=-
* 1ities has had little attentlon devoted“tbfit‘and,has’béenrwarked oub
only in few cases, In Zurich, v, Orelli accumilated data on a great
number of factorytfatalitiésfcdusad'by,the‘conaumptipnvbf~an’alcoholic

. peverage, and he divided this number into two groups on the basis of
. the circumstances surrounding them, . The first group. contains cases -

where the viectim had to make a grave error in order to cesuse an
acoident, the second group included those cases where the work area

did contain a definite visible dangér; small however, so that normal - -
person could see it and overcome-it.. Lécording to his findings, death
most often came as a result of falls, often insignificant-ones in a

-5‘
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simple, easily controllable and determinate circumstance where the drunk
man got himself into a position which hindered his breathing so that in
that position he died as & result of aspiration of vonit or blood, The
amount of alcobol in the brain tissue in these observations fluctuated
between 1,8-2,5 per thousand. ~ ' e
The mechanism of factory'(fall,'blow) or agriculturel (&nimal,
machinery, drowning) injuries ia sometimes rather unclear-and incompre= .

hensible, It often includes the presence of another element which always
needs to be carefully eliminated . an accldent must be definitely proved.

caused by intoxication, ‘Therefore, the cases of various injuries con~ '

nected with drunken people (meinly in falls from a height, drowning, . .. .. -

falls from steps) have to be carefully evaluated both on the basis of an
sutopsy and the place of the ingident; it mist éxclude the possible . -

dragging, internal injuries caused ty-afall, stei). ~ =~ .
Tn one of our chses, a drunkeén men fell down the stelrs -and -broke.
his neck, At the scene of the aétident he was examined, and it 'was .-

determined by the position of the victim “that- the f£all’ took place with=

intervention of another person {blow on' the chin, evidence of a struggle,’

out any defensive reactions, which is typical 6f & drunk person,-end that -

the injury'vaa‘actuallygiﬁflictedfby-the?oﬁjeéte”in‘ﬁﬁéfway~of-the‘fall :
oh the séene of the incident and not by another party, ‘even" though

neighborhood quérrels led us to suspect. & criminal action,- The -length & -

of the fall down to the landing was measured, and the sutopsy -showed

signs of violence a |
under the. chin did not show any bruises eaused by a fist blow,

In anbtherﬂcaseiﬁa'vbryish'ftisi'hted'machinist‘v@ry~much‘under

the influsnce of alcohol fell in the boiler-room from the landing terrace |

down in front of the boiler, The cause of death was a broken skull and. -
dameged brain with hemorrhaging into the brain matter and the hard cover,

Besides this;fthe'examinaﬁionfshoﬁéd]that*oﬁ'thé]évening‘in;question'he:ﬁ'

and how it was inflicted. The examination'of_the»area;-;'”a

had several visitors with whom he drank 10% beer to the ‘smount of ‘two to - -
four five-liter pickle jars through the night, ~Since he was very short- .

sighted, he.never_tQOK“off'his,gIésSés,‘which,'howeVer;fuﬁon inspecting

the scens of the accident, vere found ‘on his desk in the boiler-room,

He knew his work area well, since he had worked there for several years, -

Such inconsistencies gave rise to the suspicion of a criminal acte The
examination of the course of the fall,'%he'place'Offthevfall (vwhich was

perpendiculer under the ramp ‘and the position of the body), a careful - -~

autopsy of the injury, as well as no evidence of other violence,. dis-
missed the suspicion of a criminal ‘act. ' - R o

- Another man,_alsd'strongly_under”théjinfluence ofialcqﬁol, quick~f‘

ly suffocated. to death when & plece of smoked meat 6X4X2 em got stuck in

his throat as he was eating in a public place, His companions -did not - -

even notice what was happening, ~There was:'ean antopsy on the suspicion

that he was poisoned, This incident also shows how important it is for
the doctgrlperforming'tha*ahtopsy'to‘take’but gll of the organs by him-
self, because the autopsy assistant, no matter how experienced, is not .
gble to detect the cause (as"in'the'above—mentioned'incident) and will.
ruin it; then the autopsy is worthless.

-
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e rols of alochol in sulcides 45 as important se in oriminal
aéts, In order to overcome the inborn yesrning for life, the suieide vio-

tim very often uses means that are capable of destroying this urge, In |

most cases, this instrument is an alcoholic beverage under whose effsct
the suicide becomes bolder, On the other hand, one should not forget .-
that a man under the influence of alcohol is not capable of solving life's
"impossible" problems in a rational manner.. So, very often one finds an
alcohol bottle by the body of the sucide or a high smount of alcohol in :
his bloodstream, Even though the problem of a suiclde has been studied -
from various points: of view, there is so far no agreement on the problem .
whether a man, absolutely healthy mentally, is capable of committing . -
sulcide, or if it is only a men mentally ill or somehow peychically
affected by aléohol; if only for the short period of time just bvefore
the execution of the act, The motivation often remains unclear, The . . .
guicide often finds no explanation for itselfy the task of the doctor is
to exclude the intervention of snother persom;, to bring the results of
en autopsy to agree with the oclrcumstences, and to pronounce a medical
criminological opinion, The designation of ‘sn’act as & murder, sulclde,
or an accldent represents actuelly an accepted classification of the
incident snd belongs into the competence of the investigating organs
which investigate the problem on the basis of en evaluation of all the .
evidenceé in their posssssion, It is required of the doctor that by an .
sutopsy end other meens he presents medical evidence for some of these
possibilities and proves their objectivity in a given situation,  The

scene of the incident, the leboratory examination, the determination'ofif‘,,'.

the circumstances, and their agreement with the autopsy resulte are cer-

tainly the pieces of evidence needed for a legal decisinn as to vhether . 1‘:2*

it is a case of suicide, acocident, or the intervention of enother
person, ' o S T PR - T
Only with the close cooperation between the criminologist and a .
doctor was it possible to solve the case of a suiclde of a.young gambler- = -
defrauder, complicated also in the last phase by alcoholism, This man,

as a result of playing cards, defrauded more and more money from the .
funds of his firm, . After one of his losses at cards and while intoxi-
cated, he tried to hide his stealing by burning the firm's bullding, -
where he was in charge, He poured benzine on all of the supplies and

the rooms around it end set fire to it, Excited and heavily intoxi-"" .
cated, he did not even notice that he found himself in a very precarious -
position, for the fire closed off his way of escepe, After an. :
unsuccessful asttempt to escape the fire, he committed suicide on the .
spot by stabbing himself in the chest with a huge kitchen knife, In the
beginning, the circumstances encouraged the suspicion of an act of -
thievery, for the cash box was open and the money was strewn around the
floor, Only an:autopsy determined the gelf-inflicted non~-fatal wound, .
The wound merely penetrated the lung and led to hemorrhaging into the
left cavity, However, the vital evidence was found in the areas of the

burns, the blood frém deep blood vessels contsined carboxylhemoglobin, -

and signs of a defensive struggle were lacking entirely. The typlcal
localization of the wound, the exemination of the place of the inecldent,

-
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end the discovery of a fraud finally led to the proper conclusion,

. Finally, alcohol as a poison can cause death all by itself, There-
fore, it is necessary to mention a fatal alcohol poisoning, its discovery -
by autopsy, and the complicity of the poisoning, o

B. Mueller lists the fatal dosage of elcohol to e 3 g/kg with
children and 6-8 g/kg with adults, ~Rajskii lists it to be 7 g/kg and
adds that -this dose cen obviously be higher. The amount of alcohol in
the biocod which will cause death is usually indicated on the average of
3,5 - .7 per thousand, although other fatal poisonings have been known to
occur in 2,5 promiless N . o e co

The number of fatalities due to alcohol poisoning is.relatively
low, in this sense of the word, because the evidence of intoxication -
usvally. prevents further donsumppion,of alcohol up to the fatal dose. .
Behind meny of the possible alcohol poisonings, other causes are hiding
in reality, such as heart failure, epilepsy, apoplexy, necrogie of the
pancreas, -inhalation of a mouthful of matter, pheumonia after getting a
chill while lying on the ground, vomiting with aspiration, or death by
8 thorough chilling of the organism, & rapid death due to poisoning .
usually occurs on a bet,_when[the'consumptiOn*bffa“greater quantity of
aleohol immediately causes the victim to collapse into unconsciousness;
death can occur within a, few minutes or even hours by the paralysis of -
breath or the failure of the heart-beab when the lungs - have been drowned,
Without knowledge of the circumstances, it 18 usually thought to be -
caused by some other poison, R o

_The results of an autopsy of alcoholic poisoning are not
especially characteristic in themselves; the examination of all of the
organs as well as a blood test for alcohol must be carefully taken,
even in cleasr-cut cages. An external exemination, on the whole, does .
not determine the cause of death, ‘The surroundings of the deceased,
hovever, -give a lot of. evidence and sometimes even suggest the circum-
stances under which death occurred. During an autopsy, the fresh corpse -
usually emits an. aromatic odor similar to the smell of spoiled wine frecm
all of the organs and body cavities. There is dark-flowing blood in-the
arteries,. the brain is slightly swollen, and we find symptoxs of suffo-
cation from the compression of the, respiratory center, inflation of the
lungs in their posiiien, a microscopic oblcng softening of the layers,
womb hemorrhaging with the miercscopic necrosis in the pancreas, and, in -
most casss, the aSpiration‘gfwthe'stomach‘dontents; ‘Death -occurs when
the person, already in a considerable state of drunkeness, is left by
himself; during vomiting;4he_findS'himself in. an unfavorable body -
position end inhales the vomit, According to the consistency of the
stomach contents, -this can be quite massive, However, not a great deal
is needed to cause suffocation, becauge even if the lumen of the wind-
pipe is not stuffed up, there is still a stopage of breath because the
foreign matter causes & disturbance of the nerves which branch in the
walls of the wind-pipe and the brohchial tube, thus causing its constric-
tion, Misleading end erroneous is the opinion that there must be an
odor of alcoholic beverages from the stomach during the death by an
acute alecohol poisoning. This odor is overshadowed by the acidity of

-
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the stomach contents, At other times, on the other hend, the special
odor of some liquor should not eall for an acute poisoning diagnosis,
because aleohol is quite often given to people who have suddenly become
111 in en effort to refresh them, .. =~~~ . . S S

' The aspiration of the vomit always needs to be microscopically
tested in the bowels; this is & very important factor for a criminolo- © -
glst, for it proves thab dspiration cccured while the victim was 100%
alive, and probably only becguse the intoxicated person was not given
the proper attention and care, In the last-mentioned reason, it is

necessary to-call attention to the fact thet. the dtate of drunkeness
is underestimatéd by some doqtors and that the intoxicated percen is
sometimes insufficiently cared for by the dootor and nursing personnel; . -
after His admission into the hospital he is not even glven'a brief - ...
orientational examination, - - ... 4 T

- 'In.the prelimindry stqies ,, the diagnosis of intoxication seems
relatively easy; however, in the paralytic stage it is more difficult, -
A train concussion, compressign of the brain.matter, hemorrhaging into
the brain, and poisoning by .other poisons cen all be considered to be
a base-of drunkeness, We.ourselves, in our-institute, have ‘done autop-
‘psies on several cases where a slight intoxication had hidden an 1llness
‘and thus csused en oversight that: eventually led to death, " In other .
. ceses, the dostor called to the patient, besides administering first ald,
' did not order the necessary care and sttention as was his duty; this ..
‘caused the aspiration of the stomach contents and guffocation, The .. -
doctor did not do everything in his power to avert the pending denger.
of the .patient's desth, In such a case, the doctor 4id not ;self- -
. econsciously fulfil the duties of-his profession, . ’

. During a celshration in a certain mediéal"institution«: (}),"-‘One»'of .

" the émployees , after consuming & lot of alcohol, felt 111 and. vomlted.

_The woman doctor called to him anncunced even without examining him
" that he was drunk and -told him to go sleep it off,  They put him on a
" “couch in the waiting room (}) where he died, being left by himselfs
The’ cause of death was.a brein hemorrhage; the aleohol-content was 1.5

.~ 'per thousand, "

© ©. | In snother case an intoxicated men was brought to®an emeérgency
" station, "He was unable to stand on his feet on the street and caused
"a commotion, -He was not .even examinéd and was:put on a couch by him-
self; by morning he was dead, .During the autopsy it. wag found that he

" had & btroken skull, he had hemorrhaged into his left-central genglions,
and the aleohol content in the blood was 1.4 promiles,- ‘A gimiler case -

" of aleohol disguising en illness is'listed by ‘the Brno Traffic Chief
"7 ‘himself:” the driver of s wrecked car was teken to a doctor t0 have a

" blood test under considerable symptoms of intoxicstion, .His head ached,
‘his. breath smelléd of beer, he. vomited, was unsure of his walk, and his

" ypeflekes were slowed down, After an examination, the Widmark reaction

- was found that the day after the

showed only 0,5 per thousand. The inconsistency was explained when it
s fc , , he accident the driver-was admitted into .
. the'hospital oh ‘the diagnosis of a brain cohcussion, . - ...

© " If there is & case of -head ‘injury after the consumption of an -

L
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alcoholie beverage, it ls always necessary to find out whether it is.
really a ocase of intoxication or not. Vamosi recommends the quick and
simple Schmidt orientation examination, according to which the change
of ecolor of an alkali solution. of manganistaie on a‘glass réd can rough=
1y estimate both the degree and the amount. of alcohol in the bloodstream.
The negative results of the examination or a low level are espscially .
important, for they force. the doctor to seek the cause of why the victim
seems to ach like a drunk, It is always necessary to test behavior, .
clinical signs of injury, and paisoning with the Widmark examination.

One can understand-how easy it is for alcohol to conceal gymptomns

of certain illnesses to: the layman s0 that they do not'even -geck medical
aid, in the conviction that it is only & passing ‘result of consuming -
an alcoholie beverage. ; T S _
During anafternoon. celebration, a young woman consumed a.certain -
amount of wine, When she-returned home she' Felt 111 and vomited, .bub
did not call the doctor because éircunstances explained to ‘her that: the ..
uneasiness was due to the. fact that she was: not’ aceustomed to alcohol. .-
When the doctor finally came, he pronounced her dead, There was no o
hemorrhaging, ‘The cause of death - was a ‘raptured pregnant uterus. snd an .
exteneive hemorrhaging into the stomach cavitye W e -
In another case ‘a women treated for several years for sterility - .
as a result of ‘¢losure of both oviducts became ill af'ter returning from
a party and vomited, ‘Since. she-had consumed.some ‘alcohol, both she and
her husband thought that it would not. be necessary to call: the dootor. -
and that the illness was the result of the aleohol,” Again the cause of ..
‘death was a ruptured pregnant. uterus .gnd'.hemOrrha'ging into the stomach
cavity, e T e S
" With youth, alcohol is considered to be the direct cause of
criminality. The children either come directly from an alcoholic .
environment or at the time-of .their growing-up, after a bad upbringing,
they enter the road to. alcoholism by themselves and thus to the committ~ .
ing of criminal actse “Exner: notes that the children of ‘alccholies from ..
their childhood are exposed to the most varied traumass of -their ‘environ-. :
ments this is by no meéns +ithout influence on their slipping into crime..
He even quotes K, Marx: '"Bvery society hes such criminals as it
deserves," which confirms the . importance of the social .environment,
Many parents (such is ‘the cage primarily in the capitalist states, where
thé problem of elcoholism is & blg youth problem) permit the children
to drink aleohol in their youth, .For example, in Northern France-they

give aleohol to mursing babies at night to calm' them down. T

- It is also quite significent that there 18 a higher mortality due
t6 arterial and heart diseases. in people'coﬁsﬁming-al‘cohol; recurring
heart disesse is especially, anfavorably affected by alcohol, The .effects
of slechol on' the heaith of an individual can best be seen in the
coloniel lands that ere virtually drowned by it: the alcohol drowns not
only their national gelf-awareness -but also undermines the health of
nation, The export of . alcohol .from France in ‘the French colonies rose,
for exampls, in the last 15 years by. more than' 700%, R L

Small doses of alcohol cause small tut long-lasting high blood
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. pressurej this depends on the centrally controlled arterial eonstriction
in the vieinity of {he splanchnis, At the'same.time there 1s a diliation

- 6f the btrain, the skin blood vessels, and éapillaries; the heart eircum-
ference ia aiightly inoreased, During a greater concentration of alcohol
in the bloodstream, :the: work of the‘heart-is definitely impaired.

" 'The prohlem of: the effect of aloohol’(during acute poisoning) on

an arterial system was studied in a Moscow School by O. B, ‘Mazikova, Her

‘work, composed of data’'on experimental animgls and of the enalysis of
macrosecpie and mioroscopic results of sutopsies, dan be summarized in
.’the following mapner: . during acute polsoning, all the walls of the

- “cells yndergo a shange; in:all’ organa’‘there is a venous oversupply :of
blood and even g stasis, . In'the capillaries, arteiies, and .venulesi,iit

- im possible to: observe, on:the whols, .a caryopycnosis of the. endote

nuolei besides this; there is even a.swelling of the basal member of the
-~ capillaries, In the small-caliber veins, there is often a swelling and
- fattening’ of the intima, and masses of -albumeh accumulate under. the
endotel, - In the central arterisl system, as & result of albumen péne-

- tration, thera is.a compreasion and a swelling of the muscular velhs,

pyorosis of the nuolei, and often svefi the homogenising of this system,
iDuring ‘the adventive, there is & donsiderable pressure on the uterus,
. fibrés,’ among which one can find a-greanular aituhen mass,. ‘The walls of
- :blood vessels of. the middle and highest caliber are also affected, ~The

~ changes. in arghrophilie fibrea:whow a lowered ability .of impregmation,
which can be seen especially in the smaller blood vegsels and in. the

internal system of ‘the: larger veins, > According to R, Ve Mogilicky, the
damaging changes in tha same blood veasel wall and also the histowchemi-

cal changes of the argyrophilis fibres show signs of a charasteristic
disturbence in the blood vessel wald.in its ability to sdmit’ albumen,
The microscopic changes cited are dotinected with the material . -
chenges in the damaged matter and the holding back 6f metabolites, with
_acldity, hypoxis, and the swelling of ‘the fibre koloids,  They create
the condition for an easier hemorrhaging in the vicinity of the blood
véssel, -especially the brain, ' Together with the blood vessels, damage
is usually done to:'the: parenchum orgens, as wag shown with the brain,

. “heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys, -Such secticnal discoveries .confirm

. the findings made on experimental animals, The differences ‘are -only
+ guantitative, oo o out e ow o S ’ P
.~ 7. Alechol often play®s ‘a decisive role alsc in making errora, It
is ususlly & ocase of the willful poisoning of the victim, for alcohol
is offered to influence the other person psychically. On the other
hand, however, the moral end emotional dullness of the people who often
indulge in alooholic beverages leads them to exhibitlonlsm, sadism,
willful murder, end to the atuse of ohildren, - = - . @ " o
Schauenatein cites the case of en eighteen-months old (Hegirl
who was abused by a drunk man, Hoffmann-Haberda have also investigated

. the oase of a 2l-month old girl who was also atused bty a drunken men,

~ Rape in the state of acute drunkeness, the problem of whether
aloohol had a pathological influence on the man, or the determination
of an intolerance can be tested by the following experiment, For a

*1l~
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preliminsry decision,, thq expert*must first meke a blood test and urine

test on the suspect eyamine the wonan-to determlnelwhether there - -
. actually was rape with 1ntercounse, and remove the excretion from the
,genitals in time. '
i Formerly, durlng the spread of venereal dlseases, aladhdl was .
the greatésﬁ ‘factor in their spreading, because many persons have goﬁten
this - infection after. an . :aleoholic caupliqg. L
.+ In-our gtate.and in the USSR ‘alébhol ‘is. designated‘as ah ev11
that: is absolutely contrary to: the aims ‘the socialist state has’ for ;M
ita- people (Streleuk), . That 4s-why we Fight it with all the'mesns at
our disposal ‘so that this comforter in insecurity. and poverty, 1nst1~ f;
gator of’ crlmes, "llberator" from a yoke, and, at the-same tlme, the 7
dictator-of men will be gradually pushed out of ths minds of: the peqple "
who are 'occtipiéd with the tasks of building socialisma e L
- Nevertheless, the situation has not gorie so far as 1o encourage

the capltallst excesses: and be beyond repair, .It is ‘therefére” hecessa;y
to continue to'deal with cages combihed with the use of alcoholié - "
beverages. - Thus, this report is to be not only a review of "cases whe
alcohol is still 1nfluentihl but alsp a brlef introductien to'the *
gengral practitloner, ‘who..is, the. first persan to upmeliﬁ"contact with
such cases, With him lies.-the turdén ¢f a just decigion:in 1nd1vmdual
cases, d dialéctical’ domprehengion 6 the - situatlon, timely -assembling’
of the materidls needed for fn/investigatich,. as well asiin all uncleer ,LL
cases, the.pfeservatlon of all-of the eV1dénce in the original ‘state ”
um-,n the case :.s tal,en ovev by a speciahét fmm forensic medieine, _

e LR X e o r "‘T" [ .".'3 R v '- e “;{:
Sumnia__m_r B A AR o
o Our eoclety, whioh 1s building soclalism, has an exceséive con~ o
sumption of ‘alcoholit beverages, - It; dontinues to.be. an evil 8o far -
not overcorme; ‘it has a signlfleant inflience ‘on the comnittment of
crime, accldents, and is. a generally bad ‘influénce on the heslth of '

an individual, Therefore, we have preseéitted a report. from the. forensic
point of view ‘about the areas where. alcohol still plsys an influential -
role in criminal sctivities. We wish to show the, general . pracultloner

a way of solv1ng these problems, wlth uhlch he often comes :in’ cbntact
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